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FEATURING:

- Grub Cooper
-Honorebel
-Mr Easy

- Riddim

- Honorebel x

After taking a break from the music business, producer Dennis Johnson returns
with the ‘Soca Jam EP’, an island-flavored project aimed at getting party animals

on the dance-floor.

The title track, done by Grub Cooper, was released on July 4 by Finatic Records,

Easy to voice
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Miami Carnival turns 41 in 2025 and organizers are planning to cclebrate the
milestone in a big way. The annual event officially starts October 4th with
its Junior Carnival and ends October 12th with the epic live show and Road
March. Typically. the finale will be a true Caribbean affair with artists
expected from The Bahamas, Dominica. Grenada. St. Lucia and Trinidad
and Tobago. Bunji Garlin and his wifc Fay-Ann Lyons. soca royalty from
Trinidad and Tobago. are headliners.

John T. Beckford. who has been part of Miami Carnival since inception., is its
chief marketing officer and a board member for over 20 years. Ie promises
another stellar spectacle.

“In store for Miami Carnival this year arc over 18 Mas bands on the road for
Carnival Sunday on October 12: and over nine Junior bands on Saturday.
October 4. The format for Pan is a Pan Jamborce instcad of Pan
Compctition on Friday. October 1oth. And. Jouvert promiscs to be the best
ever. Then on Saturday. October 1. from 7 am to 3 pm. it's all about paint.
powder. mud. water and plenty vibes!” Beckford disclosed.

Like Caribana in Toronto. Canada and West Indian Day Parade in Brooklyn.
New York. Miami Carnival is a massive showcase of Caribbean culture and
unity in the United States. It not only attracts a diverse audience. but
provides a financial boon for the Magic City. Its ability to draw fans of soca
music from beyond Florida has made the week-long festival a commercial
Jjuggernaut.

“The economic impact cannot be overlooked. with 31 percent of the patrons
and revelers hailing from outside Florida. generating over $14.4M in spending.
That mcans tourism and that begets jobs. jobs. jobs!” Beckford exclaimed.

Blaka Dan from Grenada. Trinidadian-American Anika Berry. Imran Nerdy
and Arthur Allain from St. Lucia and Julien Believe from The Bahamas are
some of the artists scheduled to perform at Miami Carnival 2025.
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Records. ‘Soca Jam EP’ is the start of bigger things to come. llis plans
include promoting soca shows in Jamaica. New York City and Canada in

2020.

“I have always wanted to produce soca music, but the time is right now. as |
am planning to promote some soca cvents next year and decided to record
the ‘Soca Jam EP” as the initial part of the program.” he said. The songs on

oca Jam EP" are ‘Caribbean Ting” by Mr. Lasy. ‘Roll Your Waist' by
Honorebel. the title track from Grub Cooper of Fab Five fame. and a remix
of ‘Roll Your Waist" by Honorebel and Ackah Dan from Antigua. Johnson. a
Jamaican. has been part of the South Florida reggace scene for decades. He
has produced songs by big names such as Bob Andy. Dennis Brown and
Cutty Ranks as well as Miami-based artist Trini.

With ‘Soca Jam FP’. he welcomed the opportunity for a change of pace.
“There is not much difference in producing soca. dancchall. or reggac.
Although the genres are different. what is most important is the artists and
musicians you arc working with.” Johnson noted.

Although known for collaborating with reggac and dancehall artists, Johnson
has strong tics to soca. Since 2010, he has promoted Soca Jam shows at
high-profile venues in South Florida such as Seminole Hard Rock Casino and
Tropics In The Pines Restaurant and Lounge.



ORIGIN STORY

A derivative of calypso. soca emerged in Trinidad and Tobago during the
carly 1980s. around the same time dancehall music exploded in Kingston.
Jamaica. Over the years. artists from both genres have collaborated with
great results.

The most successful exponents of soca out of Jamaica are undoubtedly the
Fabulous Five Band. In the 1970s. they were known for easy-listening reggac
songs like ‘Come Back And Stay” and “Asking LFor Love’. but a decade later.
recast themselves as a soca unit with a flurry of hit singles including “Yuh
Safe’. "All Night Party’. ‘T'ecling Horny’. and Jamaican Woman'.

Grub Cooper. who played drums. arranged and sang on those hit singles.
was recruited in early 2025 by lan “Dennis” Johnson to help create “Soca Jam
EP’. a four-song soca project featuring dancehall acts.

In 1993. decjay Admiral Bailey was one of the hottest acts in Jamaica. e was
recruited by Byron Lee and The Dragonaires to work on ‘Dancchall Soca’
which became the official theme song that year for Jamaica Carnival.

That set the tone for similar collaborations. Machel Montano. recognized by
many fans as the King of Soca. has done several songs with Shaggy including
“Toro Toro” in 1998. Five years later. Barbadian star Rupce called on Lady
Saw to join him on a remix of his hit. “Tempted 2 Touch'.

Recently. Grenadian soca artist Ms Iluffy hooked up with Jamaican
dancchall veteran Macka Diamond on ‘Leave Me Alone’, a good-time track
saluting the Caribbcan woman’s carefree attitude during Carnival scason.

“Tor me. it’s not just about working with top dancchall artistes. it's about
collaborating with pcople who understand the culture and bring that real
energy to a project.
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Get ready for an unforgettable experience at
*Miami Carnival® *on Sunday. October 12th, 2025*

It kicks off with:

JUNICR CARNIVAL

Saturday, October 4™, 1pm to 8pm

Carnival Village North
3700 NW 11TH PLACE, LAUDERHILL, FL 33311

PAN JAMBCOREE
Friday, October 10", 5pm to 1pm

Carnival Village North
3700 NW 11TH PLACE, LAUDERHILL, FL 33311

OFFICIAL JOUVERT

Saturday, October 11", 7am to 3pm

Lauderhill Performing Arts Center
3800 NW 11TH PLACE, LAUDERHILL, FL 33311

CARNIVAL SUNDAY

Saturday, October 12", 11am to 11pm

Miami -Dade County Fair & Edxposition
10901 SW 24TH ST, MIAMI, FL 33165

TN YT Y

Indulge in the flavors and creativity of over 100 Craft, Corporate, & Food vendors,
ready to delight your senses or introduce you to new products and services!

For more details on costumes, tickets, concert artist lineup, and vendor or sponsor
applications, check out our website: www.miamicarnival.org



http://www.miamicarnival.org/
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OCT

JUNII]R CARNIVAL

CARNIVAL VILLAGE NORTH

PAN JAMBOREE

CARNIVAL VILLAGE NORTH

1PM-8PM

FRIDAY

OCT

S5PM-11PM

I

SATURDAY

S8 OFFICIAL J/OUY

CARNIVAL VILLAGE NORT
- N

TAM-2PM

PARADE &
CARNIVAL VILLAGE SOUTH

\, 11AM-11PM

©® MIAMIBROCARNIVAL @ MIAMIBROWARDCARNIVAL @MIAMIBROCARNIVAL
WWW. MIAMICARNIVAL.ORG

On *Carnival Sunday, October 12, from 1lam to 11pm¥* , join us at the vibrant
Miami-Dade County Fair & Exposition for an exhilarating Parade with over 18 Mas
Bands and a Mega Concert that you won’t want to miss! Headliner - Bunji Garlin,
FayeAnn and the Asylum Band. Bouyon Segment with artist outta Dominica! top
soca artists of of St. Lucia all courtesy of Lucian Carnival... Blakka Don, Julien
Believe, Sweet Shells, and many more to be added...

Let’s celebrate the spirit of the Caribbean together!
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Photojournalist Roy Sweetland who captures moments and
preserved memories in his RASweetland Image Archives.
Contacts 954-6822701 | Email: Roysweetland2@gmail.com



mailto:Roysweetland2@gmail.com

DANCERIALL LIVE ALBUIM

AVAILABLE ON ALL MAJOR DIGITAL PLATFORM

MICHAEL PALMER  ROBERT FFRENCH
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DanceHall is now the most formidable modern musi
more genres and it all started at this concert in
compilation album captures the energy of that eve
phenomenon that DanceHall went on to become. O
have the opportunity, to experience the excitement of t
the quality of the performances of Yellow Man, Edi Fi
Papa Michigan & Smiley, Charlie Chaplin, Robert French a
T4, first delivered under the stars one evening in 1984
Drive-in Theatre in Kingston, Jamaica.

caribrepub@aol.com ‘ @ y m

www.caribbeanrepublic.com v ‘
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Miami Broward Carnival is an annual cultural event celebrating Caribbean

heritage, marked by vibrant parades, music, dance, and elaborate costumes. Held
in Miami, Florida, this festival usually takes place in October, attracting thousands
of participants and spectators from around the world. The event features a week-
long series of festivities, culminating in the main parade and concert at the
Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds.

The Carnival showcases a rich blend of Caribbean traditions, including soca,
calypso, and reggae music, alongside steel pan bands and dance performances.
Participants don colorful, intricate costumes adorned with feathers, beads, and
sequins, representing various Caribbean islands. This celebration not only
highlights the diversity of Caribbean culture but also fosters a sense of community

and pride among the Caribbean diaspora in Miami.

In addition to the parade and concerts, Miami Carnival includes a variety of other
events such as J’ouvert, a pre-dawn celebration with paint, mud, and powder, and
the Junior Carnival for younger participants. Food vendors offer a taste of
Caribbean cuisine, from jerk chicken to roti, adding to the festive atmosphere.
Overall, Miami Carnival is a vibrant and dynamic celebration that brings together

people of all backgrounds to enjoy and honor Caribbean culture and traditions.

What to Expect at Miami Broward's Carnival?

At Miami Broward Carnival, expect a vibrant celebration of Caribbean culture with
a dynamic Parade of the Bands featuring thousands of masqueraders in elaborate
costumes, live music, and a festive atmosphere. The event includes exciting
costume competitions, the energetic Panorama steel pan music contest, and
performances by top international Caribbean artists. Visitors can also enjoy a

diverse array of Caribbean food, drinks, and arts and crafts from various vendors.

Visit carnivalvibez.com/miami-broward-carnival/ for more information



NEW RELEASE AMBELIQUE'S 'BLIND SPOT' ALBUM
Produced by Willie Lindo for Heavybeat Records

chpot

Blind Spot’, crafted without any collaborative features, is powered by a
stellar lineup of legendary musicians and vocalists: the late Robbie
Shakespeare on bass, Sly Dunbar and Kashief Lindo on drum
programming, Paul Douglas on drums, Robbie Lyn and Dave Richards
on keys, Dean Fraser on saxophone, Willie Lindo and Hux Brown on
guitar, and backing vocals from Ambelique, Pam Hall, Nikesha Lindo,
and Shavanique.

With its rich musicianship and timeless reggae feel, "Blind Spot” is
streaming worldwide on Apple Music, Spotify, Tidal, Pandorag, iTunes, and

SCAN QR CODE TO DOWNLOAD

"BLIND SPOT"



https://mjent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f66ff2691e408772854745dd2&id=3ef86d884c&e=d9175d55c2
https://mjent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f66ff2691e408772854745dd2&id=3ef86d884c&e=d9175d55c2
https://mjent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f66ff2691e408772854745dd2&id=3ef86d884c&e=d9175d55c2
https://mjent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f66ff2691e408772854745dd2&id=3ef86d884c&e=d9175d55c2
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Every October over Columbus Day Weekend, Miami transforms into a vibrant
celebration—and Miami Carnival delivers just that. From pulse-raising Panorama
and J’Ouvert to the joyful Junior Carnival and spectacular Mas Parade & Concert,

this event draws Caribbean culture-lovers from across the globe.

» Four Signature Events: Junior Carnival gives youth a chance to shine; Pan
Jamboree & Panorama showcase steel pan mastery; J’Ouvert kicks off dawn
with paint, powder, and energy; the Mas Parade & Concert is glory in motion.

e Art & Expression: Mas Bands design stunning costumes; mask-making
workshops teach artistry; performers live their culture.

e Community & Inclusion: It’s not just a show—it’s a movement. Local
vendors, cultural exchange, accessible events, and countless participants

make Miami Carnival a family affair.

» Feel connected to your roots, or embrace a new culture with passion and high
respect.

» Create unforgettable memories dancing to soca rhythms, exploring the steel
pan sounds, and catching live performances under the Miami sky.

e Support local artistry, vendors, and community programs that uplift young

people and promote cultural pride.

Whether you’re a Carnavaler at heart or curious about Caribbean festivals, Miami
Carnival offers something powerful: culture, unity, and celebration in its purest

form.

Check the official Miami Carnival site (miamicarnival.org)

for tickets, event schedules, and ways to join the festivities.




HOUSE OF MUSIC
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$2 RAMA . '. ONCE A MONTH

$2 @ THE DOOR

VENUE TO BE ANNOUNCED
. C100:7.1 -3 MENU COMING SOON [FOOD ON SALE]
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~_/SIX EVENTS, FIVE DAYS, ENDLESS VIBES:

\

» Diverse event lineup — “Bonami,” “LyriKal & Friends,” “Jabba Strikes Back,”

» «

“International Flag Night,” “Last Lap”... each event brings its own flavor and
memorable moments.

* Community & connection — It’s more than music. Fans share flags, beats,
costumes, unity. Socavivor creates space for both locals and visitors to

celebrate culture together.

WHY YOU SHOULD BE THERE
» Create memories—dancing under sunrise skies, waving flag-filled energy at
night.
» Expand your soca playlist and connect with artists and lovers of the culture.
» Be part of something powerful: celebration, identity, escapism—all in one
weekend.

&J/JM yﬁ&/‘ K/&Zéﬂéj ?/ﬂ/& yﬁl&/‘ %&é

This year’s Socavivor runs October 8-13. Six events, one pass—

or pick what moves you. SCAN QR CODE to purchase tickets and

check each event schedule to make it count!
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Get ready for the ultzmate celebration!

MIAMI CARNIVAL 2025:
COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND!

Come experience the hottest parties, vibrant culture,
and non-stop energy that only Miami can deliver.

DATES & TIMES:
October 9 at 3:00 PM - October 14 at 11:00 AM (EDT)

LOCATION:
South Beach
South Beach, FL 33139

Mark your calendars, grab your crew, and don't miss
this unforgettable weekend of music, vibes, and fun!

4 SCAN QR CODE
1 TO GET TICKETS
ON EVENTBRITE.COM

4
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Carnival Miami 2025:

Your Ultimate Guide to Unleash the Caribbean Spirit

Get ready—Carnival Miami 2025 is coming with color, sound, and joy! Whether
you're a first-timer or returning reveler, this guide will help you make the most of
the celebration.

KEY DATES & EVENTS YOU CAN’T MISS
* Junior Carnival — Sept 27: Youth take the stage in creative costume parades.
» Panorama Steelband Competition — Oct 3: Soul-stirring steel pan rhythmsin a
musical showdown.
* J’Ouvert Morning — Oct 4: Dawn dances, paint, powder, and unlimited energy.
e Parade of Bands & Carnival Concert — Oct 5: Mas bands, live soca, and grand
finale vibes you’ll never forget.

VENUE & STAY TIPS
Events are centered at Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds, with festivities spilling
into neighborhoods like Wynwood, South Beach, and Downtown Miami. Stay at

The Elser Hotel if you want comfort, style, and walking distance convenience.

MAKE YOUR CARNIVAL EXPERIENCE SMOOTHER
e Buy your tickets early—general admission, VIP, and mas band options are
available.
» Dress light, stay shaded, and stay hydrated; October sun in Miami is no joke.
» Join a mas band if you crave more immersion—costumes, camaraderie, and
unforgettable memories.

Carnival is more than a party; it’s culture, heritage, unity, and creativity in motion.

g VIEW THE GUIDE

Get all the details at www.theelserhotel.com
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https://mjent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f66ff2691e408772854745dd2&id=3ef86d884c&e=d9175d55c2
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Get ready for the ultimate Caribbean celebration—a week filled with
vibrant costumes, pulsating music, and non-stop dancing! Experience the
energy, culture, and spirit that makes Miami Carnival one of the most

unforgettable events of the year.

“7 DATE & TIME:
October 4 at 11:00 AM — October 12 at 11:00 PM (EDT)

? LocCATION:
Central Broward Park & Broward County Stadium
3700 Northwest 11th Place, Lauderhill, FL 33311

4 Tickets starting at $23.54
SCAN TO GET YOUR TICKETS ON EVENTBRITE.COM

Don’t miss this spectacular celebration of Caribbean culture, music, and dance!


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/miami-carnival-2025-tickets-1365184737299

THIS SONG IS FOR YOU
by Hopeton Lindo

Hopeion indo

AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE O

“This Song's For You”, the six
producer Hopeton Lindo,
Worldwide. It contains 10
reggae sounds he was Jamaica. Lindo, who
produced six of the tracks le Pen Records, says “This
Song’s For You" album is inspired by lovers rock, the easy-
listening genre made famous by legendary vocalists like Beres
Hammond, Alton Ellis, John Holt, Dennis Brown and Gregory
Isaacs.

nod to the mellow



VP Records Florida Retail /Distributors

6022 SW 21st St, Miramar, FL 33023
Phn: (954) 966-4744

REGGAE GOLD 2019

Reggae Gold 2019 delivers 19 of the
hottest hits with Stylo G, Christopher
" | Martin, Busy Signal, Chronic Law,
Stefflon Don, plus exclusives from
Dovey Magnum and Squash.

REGGAE GOLD 2021

Reggae Gold 2021 shines with Spice,
Shaggy & Sean Paul’'s “Go Down Deh,’
Tarrus Riley, Kabaka Pyramid,
Jahvillani, Alborosie, Jah Cure, and
more summer reggae anthems.

& GREENSLEEVES REGGAE GOLD
‘ Greensleeves Reggae Gold” brings 10
massive hits from the iconic London
label. Chart-toppers, legendary stars,
and classic vibes from where it all
began—Well Forward!

REGGAE GOLD 2018 (2CD)
Reggae Gold 2018 celebrates 25
years with 33 hits! Dancehall classics,
new tracks, and an exclusive Rory
Stone Love mix featuring Estelle, Jah
Cure, Culan & more.

REGGAE GOLD 2014

Reggae Gold 2014 serves up the
hottest dancehall and reggae hits!
From Major Lazer to Sean Paul, Spice,
Gyptian & more—12 tracks of chart-
topping vibes and island energy.



https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=vp+records+miami

VP Records Florida Retail /Distributors

6022 SW 21st St, Miramar, FL 33023
Phn: (954) 966-4744

SOCA GOLD 2023

For 25 years VP Records has
delivered the best in Soca. Soca Gold
2023 continues the legacy with 18
tracks of legends, newcomers, road
mixes, and Carnival anthems.

SOCA GOLD 2021 (2CD)

Soca Gold 2021 brings the spirit of
' Carnival with hits from Machel
Montano, Bunji Garlin, Rupee, Master

KG's “Jerusalema,” plus a bonus
mega-mix by DJ Puffy. All Vibes!

SOCA GOLD 2017 (CD/DVD)

Soca Gold 2017 captures the Carnival
season with top hits from breaking
and legendary artists, plus a bonus
DVD featuring Trinidad Carnival
footage, live shows, and videos.

SOCA GOLD 2015 (CD/DVD)

Soca Gold 2015 turns up the vibes
with “Raze,” “Ah Feeling,” “Party Done,”
“Cloud 9,” “Our Time,” and more—

Carnival anthems from Machel, Buniji,

Fay-Ann, and friends.

SOCA ARENA

Soca Arena ignites Carnival with the
hottest new anthems from Buniji, Fay-
Ann, Shurwayne, Edwin Yearwood,
and more—plus a mega mix packed
with nonstop jump-up vibes.



https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=vp+records+miami
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Miami Carnival 20

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER &
e 9PM — Good Vibes Miami
e 1OPM —Bon Ami

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
e 3PM —Tanlines Boatride
o 4PM — Hookie Miami
e 4PM - Spirit Home
e 5PM —Trinijungle Juice Arrivals
e 9PM - Entice Miami
e 9PM — Happy.Place Miami
e 1OPM - Army Fete



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
e 8AM - Soca Start Miami
o 8AM - Naked Breakfast Cruise
e 1PM — Citrus All Inclusive
e 3PM - Scorch Duck Work
e 4PM - Brunch and Soca Miami
e 5PM - Socay Sol
e 8PM - No Borders
e 9PM - Big Phat Fish
e 10PM - Ultra White

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
e 7AM — Dutty Revel Jouvert

o« 7AM — Vale V|be Breakfast Fete
e 9AM-12AM - Carnival Day ,
e 3PM — Detour g

e 6PM —J'Lime Miarnr
e 8PM - Endless Jam
» 9PM -1 Love Soca Miami

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13 -\ )

« 8AM - Stink and Dutty te \
10AM - SSS Blue AL & -
3PM - Big Bad Brunch
4PM - Glasshouse Miami i\ il
6PM — Baccha,?al Monday R i
9PM - Small Island Jam




TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14
e 11AM - Bend Cruise
e 2PM - Bright Colors Boatride
e 2PM —-You Can't Come - TBA

Miami Carnival isn't just an event —
it's a full-on cultural exper ' Y

A

for more information




WHERE DO ITFIT IN (RMK)

Kashief Lindo
\WHERE DO |

FIFIN
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HeavyBeat Records is proud to announce the official release of a brand
new single from reggae singer KashieF Lindo, titled "Where Do | Fit In
(RMK)." The track dropped on Thursday, July 3lst, 2025, and is now
available across all major streaming platforms, including Apple Music,
Spotify, iTunes, Deezer, and Pandora.

This soulful lovers-rock reggae cut finds KashieF Lindo in a moment of
reflection and emotional vulnerability. The song explores the quiet
unraveling of a relationship, as the artist questions where he now
stands in the life of someone he still loves. There’s a noticeable shift in
the energy between them, and she seems too distracted—or too distant
—to make things right. It's an honest, heartfelt performance wrapped in
smooth reggae grooves.

_E SCAN QR CODE TO DOWNLOAD
I’ "WHERE DO | FIT IN (RMK)"
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(954)854-2534 OR (954)445-3803
BEST RECORDING STUDIO IN SOUTH BROWARD

$55/HR
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SCAN QR CODE TO CALL
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SOCAJAM.COM

MUSIC, EVENTS & NEWS

PHOTOTOGRAPER: ROY SWEETLAND
PHONE: 954-6822701 |
EMAIL: ROYSWEETLAND2@GMAIL.COM ey
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